B % 3R 2017,34(5): 534-540

Journal of Fruit Science

DOI:10.13925/j.cnki.gsxb.20160305

‘R RHFE HAR REF
EPRESHEXERREERSH
" OBYE U ERYLFRL,ERET
(PRFEAOE 2= PEFH 1108665 *1L T4 R EHFAFFT ir , i T AEH  115009)

@ O [BRIN RRAY B BILLAY Bk o I R) A Ty A 2 e BOMIA SR DG PR 1y 3R 3k 8 HEA T 43 #0T
HR WRE K MR R BRI [ 0L B RAL K mLr AL SR, A AR (i x 2
HOAE R S TN AE , qRT-PCR X A DG IR e Mk 2 ALl (N BRI R 5 A (SPS ) B 5 el (SS )
MR 2 RHAT /0T (R ] WAL 5 B LA R OB & A R SR B (8 ] 21 B ) sk B K AH, 1M 2R
B 5 2L AL R A S LA S R A, SRR B WIN, 2 R A s AN RO (9 H 14 H)
CRLLAL WA R A A R PR AL SR 245, PulNT 5 PuSS3TE ‘FARAL YA R N T OB AEL i
PuSPS1. PuSSI I PuSS24F * FALTLAL i b s 1 p RAYL [ 4518 ] p AL I M4 AL RSk & b B bl A Gl
FHOCIEH 22 B RIA S FEA TR R B ER

KB RIARAL; CRELLAL RN TR AL RN S N s R RR G U

B %S :S661.2 SCERARERD: A X EH S :1009-9980(2017)05-0534-07

Differences in sugar accumulation and the related gene expression in

fruit development between ‘Nanguo’and its mutant ‘Nanhong’ pears
YUAN Hui", WEI Yun", LI Xinyue', LI Juncai’, WANG Aide"

('Shenyang Agricultural University, Shenyang 110866, Liaoning, China; *Liaoning Institude of Pomology, Xiongyue 115009, Liaoning, China)
Abstract: [ Objective] ‘Nanhong’ pear is a bud mutation of the ‘Nanguo’ pear and has been released as
a new pear cultivar. The soluble sugars, especially sucrose, play important roles in many physiological
pathways, such as fruit ripening and resistance. Here we aim to analyze the contents of soluble solids and
major soluble sugars in ‘Nanguo’ and ‘Nanhong’ pear (Pyrus ussuriensis Maxim.) fruits and the expres-
sion profiles of sugar metabolism—-related genes during fruit development. By doing this, we hope to clarify
the relationship between soluble sugars and their related genes, providing some additional evidence for ex-
plaining the mechanism of why ‘Nanguo’ and ‘Nanhong’ pears show sugar accumulation mechanisms.
[ Methods] We measured the soluble sugar content by utilizing HPLC (High Performance Liquid Chroma-
tography). By using the NCBI (National Center for Biotechnology Information) database and pear genome,
we obtained the sequences of key genes involved in sugar metabolism. Then we designed specific primers
and analyzed the expression profiles of these key genes in the ‘Nanguo’ and ‘Nanhong’ pears utilizing
qRT-PCR (Quantitative real time polymerase chain reaction). [ Results ] The ‘Nanhong’ pear is a bud mu-
tation of the ‘Nanguo’ pear. The pericarp of the ‘Nanhong’ pear fruits turn red at the late development
stage, which is very popular in the marketplace and can be sold quickly. As a bud mutation of the ‘Nan-

guo’ pear, most of the main characteristics of the ‘Nanhong’ pear, such as the phonological period and
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the adaptability, are similar to the ‘Nanguo’ pear. Here we analyzed the soluble sugar contents of the
‘Nanguo’ and ‘Nanhong’ pear and observed the expression profiles of the genes involved in sugar metab-
olism. The soluble solid contents of the ‘Nanhong’ pear are different from the ‘Nanguo’ pear during fruit
development: the contents of the ‘Nanguo’ pear reached its highest point before harvest (15.33%) and
then declined a little on the harvest day; while the ‘Nanhong’ pear reached the highest point at its harvest
day (16.06), which is higher than the ‘Nanguo’ pear. The contents of fructose, glucose, sucrose and sorbi-
tol also showed different trends during the ‘Nanguo’ and ‘Nanhong’ pear fruit development. Both the fruc-
tose contents of the ‘Nanguo’ and ‘Nanhong’ pears reached the highest point at day 8.21, which were
62.87 and 76.85 mg - ¢!, respectively. But what is different is that the fructose content of the ‘Nanguo’
pear remained basically unchanged after day 8.21, but the ‘Nanhong’ pear then declined after day 8.21
and then increased at the harvest day. The glucose change trend of the ‘Nanhong’ pear is basically the
same as the ‘Nanguo’ pear, reaching the highest point at day 7.22, which were 22.21 and 21.18 mg-g', re-
spectively and then started to decrease a little. What is different is that before day 8.6, the glucose content
of the ‘Nanhong’ pear is higher than the ‘Nanguo’ pear, but after that date, the glucose content is higher
in the ‘Nanguo’ pear. The sorbitol change trend of the ‘Nanhong’ pear is also basically the same as the
‘Nanguo’ pear: with fruit development, the sorbitol content increased gradually and reached its highest
point at day 7.22, 43.65 and 45.18 mg- g ', respectively, then started to decrease a little. But the ‘Nan-
hong’ pear showed an increase at day 9.14. During the early stage of fruit development, there existed no ob-
vious differences between the sucrose contents of the ‘Nanguo’ and ‘Nanhong’ pears. But at the harvest
day, the sucrose content of the ‘Nanhong’ pear is dramatically higher than the ‘Nanguo’ pear, almost dou-
ble when compared to the ‘Nanguo’ pear, which were 29.82 and 16.06 mg - ¢ ', respectively. This is the
first time that anyone has compared the differences between soluble sugars of the ‘Nanguo’ pear and its
bud mutation, the ‘Nanhong’ pear. From our results, we found that the sucrose content of the ‘Nanhong’
pear is higher than that of the ‘Nanguo’ pear, especially at the harvest day. In order to understand why the
sucrose content is different between these two pears, we analyzed the expression profile of several sucrose
related genes. We performed a blast search by using the NCBI database and pear genome, finally we ob-
tained one NI (Neutral Invertase), two SPS (Sucrose—phosphate Synthase) and three SS (Sucrose Synthase).
Based on these gene sequences, we designed specific primers and analyzed their expression profiles during
the ‘Nanguo’ and ‘Nanhong’ pear’s fruit development. The PuNI showed a higher expression level in the
‘Nanguo’ pear than in the ‘Nanhong’ pear, especially at days 6.22 and 8.21, showing a double to fourfold
change. At the early development stage, the expression level of PuSPSI was higher in the ‘Nanguo’ pear
than in the ‘Nanhong’ pear, but at the other development stage, the PuSPSIshowed a higher expression
level in the ‘Nanhong’ pear. The expression of PuSPS2 showed no expression regularity, sometimes higher
in the ‘Nanguo’ pear, while sometimes higher in the ‘Nanhong’ pear. SS is one type of glycosyltransferase
and it can catalyze the sucrose synthesis and decomposition, primarily catalyzing decomposition. PuSS1
and PuSS2 showed higher expression levels in the ‘Nanhong’ pear, while PuSS3 was expressed higher in
the ‘Nanguo’ pear.[ Conclusion ] The expression differences of these three types of key genes may explain
why the ‘Nanhong’ pear has a higher content of sucrose than the ‘Nanguo’ pear.
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