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‘Shanghai Sweet- Beauty’, a new strawberry cultivar with high quality

and powdery mildew resistance
GAO Qinghua, DUAN Ke, ZHANG Liqing, ZOU Xiaohua, YANG Jing, TIAN Shuhua

(Forest and Fruit Tree Research Institute, Shanghai Academy of Agricultural Sciences - Shanghai Key Laboratory of Protected Horticul-
tural Technology, Shanghai 201403, China)

Abstract: ‘Shanghai Sweet-Beauty’ is a new strawberry (Fragaria x ananassa Duchesne) cultivar and
was selected from a seedling cultivation field in 2008 from the progeny of a cross between ‘AMAOQOU’
and ‘Akihime’ made in 2006. Both of them were used as parents mainly because of its powdery mildew
resistance and good fruit quality. ‘Shanghai Sweet-Beauty’ was evaluated for nine years (2008 to 2017)
in trails in Shanghai and other regions of southeastern China. The most extensive testing was done in
Shanghai, where ‘Shanghai Sweet-Beauty’ was planted in replicated trials with ‘AMAOU’ and ‘Aki-
hime’ as control cultivars. From 2008 to 2017, three 20-plant plots were established each year in mid-
September in a randomized complete block design. ‘Shanghai Sweet-Beauty’ plants are moderately vi-
gous, larger, and compact. The plants have a mean height of 118.5 mm and a mean canopy diameter of
675 mm. The leaves of ‘Shanghai Sweet-Beauty’ are coriaceous with a lustrous, smooth surface. The
first inflorescences commonly have more than 12 flowers and the ratio of harvestable fruits to flowers is
above 75%. The first fruits of ‘Shanghai Sweet-Beauty’ ripen in early November in Shanghai, 10 to 14
d earlier than ‘Akihime’. The duration of harvest is about 6 months. The fruit shape is long roundish
conical and cuneate with an average length to width ratio of 2.05. The fruit ripen in the early to midsea-
son and are large (average fruit weight 25.8 g) with a sweet and aromatic flavor. The fruit are well adapt-
ed for fresh and processing markets. The plants and fruits are high resistance to powdery mildew [Podos-
phaera macularis (Wallr.) U. Braun & S. Takam]. It does well near Shanghai and is recommended for tri-
al in other regions with mild winter and spring weather such as south of China and Yangtze River region.
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Fig. 1 A new strawberry cultivar ‘Shanghai Sweet-Beauty’
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Table 1 Comparison of main fruit characteristics
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Cultivar Fruit shape Flavor
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Shanghai Sweet-Beauty Long conical Scarlet Sweet with slight sour
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Akihime Long conical Slight red Sweet
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